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The Editorial Board Free Press editorials re�ect the consensus of our editorial board:

His plans to renovate or re-
build 18 schools was put togeth-
er before the residential survey
came out, but because it was
generated using the school dis-
trict�s student population data,
it largely reflects the survey�s
reality.

The best example of that
may be found on the east side,
where Finney High School, cur-
rently housed in temporary
space in the middle of a high-va-
cancy area, will be moved fur-
ther east and north to a high-
population center closer to the
Grosse Pointes. It will be com-
plemented by a new McNair El-
ementary/Middle School.

Bobb�s tougher task will be
planning for the future of other
schools that are in hollowed-out
parts of the city. That�s some-
thing he can�t do alone.

Even the most sparsely pop-
ulated neighborhoods need ac-
cess to public education. So as
long as even a few families re-
main in an area, the city and
school district will need to en-
sure a school is relatively near-
by.

That makes it incumbent on
Mayor Dave Bing to work with
DPS in determining what ac-
tions the city takes to encour-
age neighborhood resizing. A

new school in a relatively dense
neighborhoodcouldbeapower-
ful incentive for families to
move away from depopulated
areas. The same could be said of
a school closing in a thinly pop-
ulated neighborhood.

Police deployment
Vacancy�s implications for

police protection are more com-
plicated, Detroit Police Chief
Warren Evans said last week,
but no less important.

�Yes, the Northeast Division
has a lot of vacancies, but it�s al-
so often off the chain over
there,� Evans said. Lots of the
�hotspots� Evans has focused
on show up in areas like North-
east, where vacancy engulfs
nearly the whole district.

The trick to using the resi-
dential survey, Evans said, is
continually layering data on top
of it to identify relationships,
and then make decisions. He
said he left the meeting where
the residential survey was un-
veiled �giddy� at the possibili-
ties it suggested.

�Should you be locating sta-
tions in places that are the most
conducive for citizens to be able
to come in, or should they be

closest to the crime?� Evans
asked. �Those are the kinds of
questions this data will help us
answer.�

Evans said he�d like to phase
out the district system and
move back to precinct-based
deployment. The residential
survey will help him identify for
Mayor Bing and others how de-
molition plans and other chang-
es mesh with Evans� efforts.

�You�d never have drawn
that district map if you had seen
the residential survey first,� Ev-
ans notes. Armed with the new
data, the city should be able to
fix what today seems a wasteful
disconnect between where its
people live and where the police
charged to protect them are de-
ployed.
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Google Street View

Detroit�s Northeastern police precinct, left, and part of its sparsely populated neighborhood.

Google Street View

Howe Elementary, at left, is located in one of Detoit�s high-vacancy areas.

Google Street View

Detroit�s Samuel Gompers Elementary School, at left, and neighboring streets.

Re�t the city to its reality
Population data point to smarter schools and policing

On FreepOpinon.com:
WSU Prof. Robin Boyle
discusses the hurdles to a
smaller Detroit.

It�s hard to know where to begin Detroit�s quest to get
smaller and smarter as a population spread across some
140 square miles dwindles.

But the maps on the cover of today�s News+Views
section offer some important clues.

The maps show how the location of city schools and
police resources correspond (and increasingly fail to
correspond) with population shifts revealed by the De-
troit Data Collaborative�s groundbreaking residential
structure survey. They speak volumes about how much
work lies ahead for city planners and administrators,
and about the urgency of redeploying the city�s precious
resources.

Put simply, neither the schools map nor the police
map would have been drawn the way they exist today if
the residential survey map were guiding the decisions.

Most Detroit Public Schools � 105 of the total 172 �
are located in neighborhoods that have high vacancy
rates. And among current police districts, the North-
eastern Division looks almost as if it were drawn around
the city�s deepest areas of abandonment.

Theupshot?Theresidential surveymaphasgot tobe-
come the blueprint for planning in this city. It must
guide efforts to refit the city�s infrastructure for a small-
er population. And on a smaller scale, it needs to be the
firststopforeveryonewho�s thinkingaboutservicesand
how they�re deployed and delivered in Detroit.

In the case of city schools, emergency financial man-
ager Robert Bobb may be out in front of the curve al-
ready.
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Robert Bobb, left, the emergency financial manager for the Detroit Public Schools, talks with several mem-
bers of the bond oversight committee while Mayor Dave Bing, right, listens during a meeting last month.
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